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2.14.101 Qualifica�ons to Admission 

(a) No person may prac�ce as an atorney before the Tribal Court or the Tribal Court of 
Appeals unless admited to prac�ce and enrolled as an atorney of the Tribal Court upon writen 
applica�on. Any atorney-at-law, who is a member in good standing of the bar of any state or 
federal court, shall be eligible for admission to prac�ce before the Tribal Court. 

(b) Any Indian of the reserva�on shall be admited to prac�ce as an advocate before the 
court upon applica�on accompanied by proof sa�sfactory to the court: 

 (1) that he is at least twenty-one (21) years of age; 

 (2) that he is a person of good moral character and integrity; 

 (3) that he has successfully completed at least two (2) years of high school work or its 
equivalent; 

 (4) that he has never been convicted of a felony for which he has not received a pardon 
or restora�on of civil rights; 

 (5) that he is not a member of the Tribal Council, an employee of the Tribe or of the 
United States. 

 (c) The Judicial Board shall review applica�ons for admission and issue or deny licenses 
based upon the criteria listed above. Such authority shall not infringe upon the Court’s authority 
enumerated herein. 

Prior Codifica�ons 

 *2.14.010 was formerly codified as 2.1401 

2.14.020 Filing Fee 
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 A filing fee of five dollars ($5) shall accompany each applica�on for admission to the bar 
which shall be set by the regula�ng body. 

Prior Codifica�ons  

 *2.14.020 was formerly codified as 2.1402 

2.14.030 Oath upon Admission 

 As a condi�on to admission, each atorney shall take the following oath: 

“I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will support and defend the Cons�tu�on of the United 
States of America against all enemies, foreign and domes�c; that I will faithfully discharge all 
du�es incumbent on me as an atorney to the best of my abili�es and understanding. So, help 
me God.” 

Each atorney, also shall agree, in wri�ng, to represent indigent defendants in criminal cases 
upon assignment by the Court. 

Prior Codifica�ons 

 *2.14.030 was formerly codified as 2.1403 

2.14.040 Atorney’s Roll 

 A roll of atorneys admited to prac�ce before the Court shall be maintained by the Clerk 
of Court. 

Prior Codifica�ons 

 *2.14.040 was formerly codified as 2.1404 

2.14.050 Disbarment 

 (a) The Tribal Court, or the Tribal Court of Appeals may disbar an atorney or advocate 
from prac�ce before the Court, or impose suspension from prac�ce for such �me as the Court 
deems appropriate on any of the following grounds: 

 (1) False swearing; 

 (2) Convic�on of a felony; 

 (3) Disbarment by a federal or state court; 

 (4) Conduct unbecoming an officer of the court; 

 (5) Failure to act as counsel for a defendant upon assignment of the Court. 

 (b) The Judicial Board may disbar an advocate or atorney a�er compliant by a party with 
standing, and inves�ga�on, and a hearing. 
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Prior Codifica�ons 

 *2.14.050 was formerly codified as 2.1405 

2.14.060 Prosecu�ng Atorneys and Defense Atorneys 

 (a) Any, indigent defendant who pleads “not guilty” to an offense, or combina�on of 
offenses, punishable by imprisonment for six (6) months or more and is unable to secure an 
atorney for his defense, shall be en�tled to be represented by an atorney appointed by the 
Court from the Atorney’s roll. 

 (b) Where a defendant is represented by an atorney, the Court, in its discre�on, may 
appoint a prosecu�ng atorney from the Atorney’s roll or outside the Atorney’s roll. The 
prosecu�ng atorney so appointed shall be compensated for his services at a rate equal to the 
fee or compensa�on paid to prosecutors by the county in which the Court sits. 

Prior Codifica�ons 

 *2.14.060 was formerly codified as 2.1406 

2.14.070 Council Members Shall Not Prac�ce as Atorneys or Advocates before the Turtle 
Mountain Court System 

 No member of the Tribal Council shall prac�ce before the Tribal Court or the Tribal Court 
of Appeals during his term of office. 

Prior Codifica�ons 

 *2.14.070 was formerly codified as 2.1407 

 

 

 

 


